
 
Philosophia: International Journal of Philosophy                                                                           ISSN 2244-1875 
Vol. 21, Special Issue, 2020 

   
Volume 21, Special Issue: 2020 

 
NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS 

 
MAREK SŁOMKA, Ph.D., D.Sc. (JPII Catholic University of Lublin) is a 

priest of Lublin Archdiocese.  He earned his postgraduate philosophical studies at the 

University of Freiburg (Department of Philosophy 1999-2000). He was the secretary 

to the Metropolitan Archbishop of Lublin (2002-2008). He was a consultor to the 

Commission of the Doctrine of Faith at the Polish Bishops' Conference (2010-2019), 

adjunct professor at the Philosophy of Religion Chair (JPIICUL 2014 to present). His 

disciplines and areas of interests: Philosophy of Nature, Philosophy of God, Religion– 

Science Relationship. His publications include Christian Evolutionism on the Genesis 

of Man (in Polish 2004), Science–Faith. The Role of Philosophy (ed. in Polish 2009), 

Natural Sciences and the New Atheism (ed. in Polish 2012), Who is Man? The 

Anthropology of Karol Wojtyła (2017), God’s Action in the World. Philosophical 

Analysis (2018). 

 

JOVE JIM S. AGUAS, Ph.D. (University of Santo Tomas) is a Professor of 

Philosophy, University of Santo Tomas. He is also a research faculty at the Center for 

Theology, Religious Studies and Ethics of UST. He is the Executive Governor of the 

Philippine National Philosophical Research Society. His publications are Person, 

Action and Love: The Philosophical Thoughts of Karol Wojtyla (2014), Towards and 

Understanding of the Human Person (2016), The Good and Happy Life: An 

Introduction to Ethical Systems (2019), and articles published in local and international 

journals. He was a recipient of the Dangal ng UST, Hall of Fame Award in 2016. His 

research interests include existentialism, intercultural/interreligious dialogue, 

philosophy of religion, and ethics. 

 

ALMA S. ESPARTINEZ, Ph.D. (University of Santo Tomas) is a professor 

of philosophy at the De La Salle-College of Saint Benilde. A Fulbright Scholar-in-

Residence (2010-2011), she taught at the Dominican University of California for a 

year and presented research papers in various states. She is a CHED proponent of the 

Institutional Development and Innovation Grant (IDIG) project for Holy Angel 

University in 2017 and a CHED-Canadian Bureau International Education Fellow. A 

recipient of various research grants, she has written books and articles in Philosophy, 

including Logic: The Art of Reasoning (originally published in 1998). Awarded a 

number of travel grants, she has delivered a number of talks on various topics in 

philosophy locally and internationally.  

 

JOSE CONRADO A. ESTAFIA, Ph.D. (University of Santo Tomas) is a 

priest of the Diocese of Talibon (Bohol) and the current Dean of Studies of the 

Immaculate Heart of Mary Seminary in Tagbilaran City. He earned his Licentiate and 

Master of Arts in Philosophy (2004), and his Ecclesiastical Doctorate in Philosophy 

(2011) in the Pontifical Royal University of Santo Tomas, Manila, and later obtained 

his Licentiate and Master of Arts in Theology in the University of Vienna, specializing 



NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS    617 

 

 
Philosophia: International Journal of Philosophy                                                                           ISSN 2244-1875 
Vol. 21, Special Issue, 2020 

in Fundamental Theology (2018). Fr. Estafia has published a number of articles in 

academic journals and is a member of Edith Stein Gesellschaft Österreich since 2013. 

 

CORAZON T. TORALBA, Ph.D. (University of Santo Tomas) is an Assistant 

Professor in the College of Arts and Sciences Department of Philosophy in the 

University of Asia and the Pacific. Her field of specialization is on marriage and family 

life with specialization on the teachings of Aristotle and Karol Wojtyla. Her research 

interests include topics on current social issues and the application of Catholic church 

teachings to social issues. She has delivered papers and published them in local and 

international venues and publications. She was Lingnan University's Visiting 

Professor in Fall and Spring terms of 2006, Research Scholar in the Center for Values 

and Philosophy of the Catholic University of America in 2012, and Guest Researcher 

of Institute of Advanced Humanistic Studies of Hubei University, China. 

 

JOSE ADRIAND EMMANUEL L. LAYUG, Ph.D. (University of Santo 

Tomas) is a priest of the Diocese of Malolos, Bulacan. He earned his Master’s degree 

in philosophy from the Franciscan University of Steubenville (Ohio, USA), and his 

Licentiate and Doctorate in philosophy from the Faculty of Philosophy of the 

University of Santo Tomas (UST) Ecclesiastical Faculties.  His doctoral dissertation 

was on the philosophy of Edith Stein. At present, he is the Dean of Studies of the 

Immaculate Conception Major Seminary (Philosophy Department) in Guiguinto, 

Bulacan, and is also teaching at the UST Ecclesiastical Faculties. 

 

KATARÍNA VALČOVÁ, Ph.D.  (Comenius University) is Associate 

Professor of Catholic Theology at Comenius University in Bratislava, Slovakia. She is 

the Vice-Dean for Study Affairs at Lutheran Theological Faculty of Comenius 

University in Bratislava. She spent the fall semester of 1999 at the Lutheran 

Theological Seminary in Gettysburg, PA. She earned her Doctor of Philosophy (PhD.) 

in Practical Theology and Christian Liturgy and Doctor of Pedagogy (Paed. Dr.) 

focusing on Christian Pedagogy. She received her habilitation academic work in the 

area of Catholic Theology focusing on Christian refutation of the ancient heresy, 

Christian evaluation of Kierkegaard's and Bonhoeffer's ideas of Church as a 

community at the University in Prešov. 

 

GNANA PATRICK, Ph.D. (University of Madras) is professor and head of 

the Department of Christian Studies, the University of Madras holds a doctorate in 

Christian Studies.  In 2013, he was awarded the Fulbright – Nehru Visiting Lecturer 

Fellowship and taught a course on Public Religion at the Divinity School, Harvard 

University.  His publications include a co-edited work entitled Negotiating Border – 

Theological Explorations in the Global Era (2008).  Other publications that he has 

authored include Religion and Subaltern Agency (2003); Wings of Faith – Public 

Theologies in India (2013); Oral Traditions and Theology (1996); and Resonances 

(Tamil), Indian Christianity and Its Public Role (edited, 2019).   He has published in 

various peer-reviewed journals and served as the Chief-editor of the Indian Journal of 

Christian Studies from 2012-2016.  

 



618   EDITOR 

 

 
Philosophia: International Journal of Philosophy                                                                           ISSN 2244-1875 
Vol. 21, Special Issue, 2020 

MICHAL VALČO, Ph.D. (Comenius University) is a Senior Research 

Professor at the Department of History, Greek Catholic Theological Faculty in 

University of Prešov, Slovakia. After completing his Master of Divinity Studies (2001) 

and Postgraduate studies (2005) in Theology at the Lutheran Theological Faculty of 

Comenius University (LTF CU), Bratislava, he started focusing on philosophy and 

sociology of religion. He received his habilitation in religious studies at the Greek 

Catholic Theological Faculty, University in Prešov, Slovakia, and was inaugurated to 

a full professorship at the same faculty in 2018. He has served as a visiting 

scholar/professor Roanoke College, Salem, VA, taught and researched at the 

Comenius University in Bratislava, University of Zilina, and Constantine the 

Philosopher University in Nitra. Among his research topics has for the past decade 

been the situation of Christianity under and after Communism. 

 

PETER ŠTURÁK, Ph.D. (University of Prešov in Prešov, Slovakia) is a 

professor of Catholic Theology and Dean of the Greek Catholic Theological Faculty 

of Prešov University. His academic focus is on Church history, especially the 

relationship between the church and the state in Slovakia in the 20th century. He is the 

chairman of the Editorial Board of the Theological Review Theologos - GTF PU and 

has authored or co-authored numerous publications, including scientific monographs 

and research papers in prestigious journals. One of his many publications is The 

History of Greek Catholic Churches in Czechoslovakia in the Years 1945-1989 (1999). 

He has actively participated in numerous domestic and foreign international 

conferences and he is a member of scientific councils and editorial boards of scientific 

journals.  

 

MARTINA PAVLÍKOVÁ, Ph.D. (Constantine the Philosopher University in 

Nitra) is the Vice-rector for International Relations. She completed her Doctoral 

studies in Cultural Studies, and since then, her scientific and teaching affiliation has 

been with the Department of Journalism.  She is a member of international scientific 

organizations in Canada, Slovenia, Spain, the USA, and Argentina.   She has lectured 

abroad at the University of Toronto, St. Olaf College, the University of Sevilla, among 

others. She published a monograph entitled Existential Features of Soren Kierkegaard 

in Modern American Literature (2019). 

 

GABRIEL PAĽA, Ph.D. (University of Prešov in Prešov, Slovakia) is a 

professor of Catholic Theology at the Greek Catholic Theological Faculty of Prešov 

University. He is the Executive Editor of the Theological Review Theologos - since 

2007. His academic focus is on evangelization and mission through mass media, media 

utilization in the church, mass media communication, pedagogical communication, 

and theory of communication. He is also interested in media education and the process 

of mediation in family and school environments. He has authored a large number of 

publications both in Slovakia and abroad. 

 

GLENN G. PAJARES, Ph.D., D.A. (University of San Jose-Recoletos) is a 

Professor in Philosophy. He handles Literature, Qualitative Research, and General 

Education courses at the University of San Jose-Recoletos, Cebu City. He also earned 



NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS    619 

 

 
Philosophia: International Journal of Philosophy                                                                           ISSN 2244-1875 
Vol. 21, Special Issue, 2020 

a doctorate of Arts in Literature and Communication. He is the Dean of the School of 

Arts and Sciences and the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences. He is currently 

writing his dissertation leading to the degree Ph.D. in Bioethics, Sustainability, and 

Public Health at the American University of Sovereign Nations (AUSN). He is an 

associate editor of the Recoletos Multidisciplinary Research Journal (RMRJ). 

 

ONYEUKAZIRI JUSTIN NNAEMEKA, Ph.D. (Providence University 

Shalu-Taichung City, Taiwan) is an Assistant Professor of the College of Humanities 

and Social Sciences, Providence University, Taiwan. He is interested in the 

Metaphysical, Ethical, Aesthetical, Religious and Philosophical Anthropology 

Problematics in Western, Chinese, and African philosophies. He is also interested in 

Philosophy of Science, Logic and Mathematics and Law. He is a member of the 

Chinese Association of Philosophy (中國哲學會). He is also an Honorary Member of 

the Phi Tau Phi Scholastic Honor Society of the Republic of China. 

 

JUAN RAFAEL G. MACARANAS, Ph.D. (De La Salle University, Manila) 

is a Professor of Philosophy and Theology at the School of Multidisciplinary Studies 

of De La Salle-College of Saint Benilde, Manila. He is currently the Chairman of the 

Board of Governors, Philippine National Philosophical Research Society (PNPRS). 

He has presented papers in international conferences on education and pedagogy.  He 

specializes in the Philosophy of Education. His research interests include Philosophy, 

Theology, Ethics, and Music. 

 

WILLIAM TULLIUS, Ph.D. (New School for Social Research, New York, 

NY) is currently Headmaster and Assistant Professor of Philosophy at The Carnegie 

Academy in Somerset, KY, USA. He has previously taught at Gonzaga University and 

the University of Dallas in Rome. He has published articles on the themes of ethics, 

Christian philosophy, personalism, and philosophical anthropology in the works of 

Husserl, Edith Stein, Max Scheler, and Eric Voegelin.  

 

MARK JOSEPH T. CALANO, Ph.D. (St. Louis University and Ateneo de 

Manila University) is an Associate Professor of Philosophy at the Ateneo de Manila 

University, where he also serves as the Coordinator for Research and Creative Works 

of the School of Humanities and as a Faculty Campus Minister of the Loyola Schools. 

He is the past president of the Philosophical Association of the Philippines. He has 

published articles in local and international journals and holds degrees in philosophy, 

religious studies, and linguistics. His research interests are in the philosophy of 

religion. 

 

BAI ZIQIANG, S.Th.D. (University of Santo Tomas, Philippines) studied and 

taught at the University of Santo Tomas, Manila. He is presently taking up his Ph.D. 

in philosophy at the Chinese University of Hong Kong. As an emerging scholar, he 

has published an article entitled, Relation in Trinitarian Theology: Thomas Aquinas 

and the Church Fathers (2019). His research interest includes Trinitarian theology, 

Thomism, Ethics, and Daoist philosophy. 

 



620   EDITOR 

 

 
Philosophia: International Journal of Philosophy                                                                           ISSN 2244-1875 
Vol. 21, Special Issue, 2020 

HYGINUS CHIBUIKE EZEBUILO, Ph.D. (Nnamdi Azikiwe University, 

Awka Nigeria) is a lecturer at the Department of Philosophy Nnamdi Azikiwe 

University, Awka Nigeria, and an adjunct lecturer at the Spiritan School of Philosophy, 

Isienu-Nsukka, Nigeria. He is the Director of Thomas Aquinas Initiative for Catholic 

Education and a founding Editor of Aquino Journal of Philosophy. He has published 

articles in local and international journals. His research interests are in Political 

Philosophy and African Traditional Religion.  

 

FERDINAND D. DELOS REYES, M.A. is a full-time faculty member of the 

Department of Philosophy, College of Arts and Sciences of the University of Asia and 

the Pacific. He earned his Master of Arts degree in Philosophy at the University of the 

Philippines-Diliman. His research interests are in ethics, metaphysics, medieval 

philosophy, socio-political philosophy, and philosophy of religion. He was a member 

of the Great Books Club, which discussed the great ideas of the western world.  

 

IVAN EFREAIM A. GOZUM, Ph. B. (University of Santo Tomas) is a 

college instructor at the Angeles University Foundation, Angeles City, Pampanga. He 

wrote his bachelor’s thesis on Gabriel Marcel’s mystery of the family in the Filipino 

context. His research interests include phenomenology, philosophy of religion, 

medieval philosophy, Gabriel Marcel, Paul Ricoeur, and Karol Wojtyla. As an 

emerging scholar, he has presented his papers at local and international conferences. 

 

EDMON D. MARQUEZ, M.A. (University of the Philippines, Diliman) is a 

part-time college instructor at the Philippine Normal University, South Luzon. He is a 

Ph.D. student at the De La Salle University, Manila. He is a copy and style editor of 

Lukad: An Online Journal of New Literacies published by Philippine Normal 

University South Luzon, Philippines. 

 

IAN ANTHONY DAVATOS, M.A. (Ateneo de Manila University), is 

currently the Chairperson of the Humanities Department of the College of Arts and 

Humanities at Palawan State University. Last 2018, his essay entitled Filipino 

Philosophy: Towards a Nationalistic View has won a consolation prize in the first Don 

Isabelo Delos Reyes Essay Prize in Filipino Philosophy. His research interests include 

socio-political philosophy, ethics, and philosophy of religion. 

 

JOSHUA CEDRIC A. GUNDAYAO, Ph.B. (Immaculate Conception Major 

Seminary), is a masteral student in philosophy at the University of the Philippines – 

Diliman. He is currently a faculty member at Chiang Kai Shek College, Manila. As an 

emerging scholar, he has written several papers and presented some of these at local 

conferences. His research interests are in Bonaventure, Medieval Philosophy, Ethics, 

and Bioethics.  


